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Three ways of defining poverty

• Income poverty 
• $1 per day
• Poverty lines (head-count, intensity etc)

• Human development poverty
• HDI (1990)
• HPI (1997): survival, knowledge, standard of 

living 

• Deprivation
• Exclusion, isolation, vulnerability



Energy and the MDGs: Education

• Better learning environment
• Frees the time of (especially) girls
• Extends study hours
• Allows access to new media, including 

ICTs



Energy and the MDGs: Health

• Reduces indoor pollution
• Increases time of child-care in homes
• Improves health centre facilities through 

hygeine, cold-storage, lighting
• Tele-medicine



Energy and the MDGs: Gender

• Frees girls from survival activities and 
cooking

• Provides time for home study & 
distance learning

• Facilitates home enterprises



Some key facts



Patterns of energy consumption by 
poverty levels



Household fuel transition



Electrification rates by region



Number of people without electricity 
1970 - 2030



Urban and rural electrification rates by 
region, 2000

Urban Rural TOTAL

South Asia 68.2 30.1 40.8

East Asia/China 98.5 81.0 86.9

Sub-Saharan Africa 51.3 7.5 22.6

North Africa 99.3 79.9 90.3

Latin America 98.0 51.5 86.6

Middle East 98.5 76.6 91.1

Developing 
countries 

85.6 51.1 64.2

World 91.2 56.9 72.8



Poverty and % of biomass in household 
energy consumption


