Climate, Environment & Energy in the Pacific
A quarterly brief on UNDP activities in the Pacific
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UNDP is providing policy, technical, knowledge and programme development/implementation services to Pacific Island
Countries (PICs) on a wide range of climate, environment and energy related topics. UNDP has assisted PICs to access
financial resources for climate, environment and energy programmes worth approximately USD 79 million over the last
4 years. UNDP country offices in Suva, Apia and Port Moresby are staffed with dedicated environment officers and
supported by Regional Technical Advisors based in Samoa, the UNDP Pacific Centre in Fiji and the UNDP Regional Centre
in Bangkok. As a response to PICs priorities, UNDP’s assistance is increasingly focusing on climate change adaptation.
This volume of the “Pacific Brief” presents highlights from two renewable energy interventions (SEDREA and PIGGAREP);
climate adaptation activities in Samoa and Tuvalu; the regional waters resources programme (IWRM); consultation on
the Asia-Pacific Human Development Report on climate change and the latest portfolio statistics.

Pacific wide Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) project launched in Fiji

Pacific Island countries have uniquely fragile water resources due to their small size, lack of natural storage, competing
land use and vulnerability to natural hazards and climate change impacts. In many Pacific countries, even small
variations in water supply can have a significant impact on health, quality of life and economic development.

The GEF is funding a regional and nationally based programme to build the capacity of Pacific Island countries to manage
water resources. 14 demonstration projects will be run in 13 Pacific countries to show the practical benefits of
integrated sustainable water resources and wastewater management. The Pacific IWRM Programme will address water
management issues prioritized by each country. They are:

e Watershed management projects, which will take place in the Federated States of Micronesia, Palau, Papua New

Guinea (PNG), Samoa and Vanuatu

e Wastewater management and sanitation projects, to be run in the Marshall Islands, Nauru and Tuvalu

e Water resources assessment and protection projects in the Cook Islands, Fiji and Niue

o Water efficiency and safety projects, which will be run in the Solomon Islands and Tonga
The projects will be executed regionally by the Pacific Islands Applied Geoscience Commission (SOPAC), with UNDP and
UNEP being the implementing agencies. For more information please contact Tiy Chung, SOPAC Media Advisor,

tiy@sopac.org.

The Palau Sustainable Economic Development through Renewable Energy Applications (SEDREA) project

The Government of Palau/UNDP/GEF SEDREA project aims at reducing fossil fuel consumption in power generation
through promotion of Renewable Energy Technologies that can help to meet household electricity needs and provide
rural energy services in the country’s outer islands. One of the key activities of the project is to establish a Renewable
Energy Fund Window (REFW) at the National Development Bank of Palau (NDBP). An assessment of renewable energy
technologies appropriate for REFW finance and assessment of the market for those technologies in Palau has been
carried out. Furthermore a capacity assessment for renewable energy financing has been undertaken. Currently the
design and operating procedures of the Renewable Energy Fund from project analysis and selection through monitoring
and evaluation is underway. Shortly the preparation of a marketing plan and identification of bankable renewable
energy projects for support by the REFW will be undertaken. The REFW is expected to be officially launched by mid-
2010.

By the end of November 2009 a tariff review of the Palau Utility Corporation (PPUC) was initiated. Among others this
tariff review will enable an increased understanding of pricing issues associated with renewable energy based power
generation to make it competitive with petroleum based generation. This is the fourth tariff review that UNDP is
supporting in the Pacific region over the last few years — in addition to Palau electricity tariff reviews have been
undertaken in Tuvalu, Solomon Islands and Pohnpei, Federate States of Micronesia (FSM).
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UNDP supported climate, environment and energy portfolio

HIGHLIGHT: Total value (in USD) of the UNDP supported climate, environment and energy portfolio in the Pacific by
country. Project amounts for multi-country programs have been distributed among the participating countries.

HIGHLIGHT: Total value (in USD) of the UNDP supported climate, environment and energy portfolio in the Pacific by focal

area.
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Advancing in NAPA implementation

UNDP serves as implementing agency for National Adaptation Programme of Action (NAPA) follow up projects funded by
the Least Developed Countries Fund (LDCF) in Samoa and Tuvalu amongst Pacific LDCs.

HIGHLIGHT: Samoa’s Integrated Climate Change Risk on Agriculture and the Health Sector

In Samoa the inception phase has been completed for the first NAPA follow up project addressing the agriculture and
health sectors. Samoa’s Integrated Climate Change Risk on Agriculture and the Health Sector (ICCRAHSS) project aims to
increase the resilience and adaptive capacity of coastal communities in Samoa to the adverse impacts of climate change
on agricultural production and public health. The project commenced implementation in April 2009.

A series of high level Steering Committee meetings and
technical workshops took place using a three day ‘road
show’ approach to bring together experts and officials from
health, agriculture, and meteorology fields, jointly with CSO
and private sector representatives. As a result of the
discussions, the crafting of detailed sectoral plans is
currently under way. Already, a probing mission by the New
Zealand National Institute of Water and Atmospheric
Research (NIWA) contracted to probe and map out a tailor- made Climate Early Warning System (CLEWS) for sectors
identified under the project has been completed. This involved identifying input and output systems, procuring
automatic climate stations that will be stationed in selected sites around the country and exploring technical and policy-
related issues to the programming and utilization of the CLEWS by holding discussions with key stakeholders, in
particular government ministries. The commissioning and installation of these equipments will follow as ongoing review
of policies in the agriculture and health sector continues.

This project was also presented during a GEF event at COP15 by its National Coordinator, as a good practice example
from Samoa. A PIF for a 2nd LDCF project addressing adaptation in Samoa’s forestry sector has been recently submitted
to GEF, with the project formulation expected to start in early next 2010. This project aims at enhancing resilience of
native forests and agro-forestry areas against cyclone damage, drought and forest fires as well as soil erosion, using
ecosystem-based adaptation approach.

HIGHLIGHT: Tuvalu National Adaptation Programme of Action

Tuvalu's NAPA document, endorsed by Cabinet and submitted to UNFCCC and UNDP in August 2007, highlights climate
change vulnerabilities that affect Tuvalu's development priorities and proposes solutions through adaptation. National
priorities were identified for strengthening adaptive capacity of Tuvalu's
population and enable better response towards impacts of climate change
through a stakeholder consultative mechanism. Through the project, Tuvalu's
national Climate Change Team was revived, relevant committees and working
groups established and local capacity built by the project. The inclusive process
has secured confidence from potential partners and donors for its
implementation.

A NAPA follow up project for Tuvalu, Increasing Resilience of Coastal Areas and
Community Settlements to Climate Change project, was endorsed by the GEF CEO
on 12 November 2009. The project addresses Tuvalu’s number one NAPA priority, which is enhancing resilience of
coastal areas, integrating also water management and food security issues, with demonstration projects planned in
communities of all of the country’s 9 atolls. It is a full-size project worth a total of USS7.8m (USS$3.3m GEF and US$4.5m
parallel co-financing from JICA and Government of Tuvalu).

During a recent programming review mission to Tuvalu, the NAPA project was endorsed and signed off by all parties.
This milestone event was promoted at local, regional and international levels through the media. In 2010 the project will
focus on: mainstreaming of climate change risk management (national budget, public sector plans, and National



Development Plan); drafting of coastal zone management policy; establishment of National Climate Change Advisory
Board (NCCAB) to support community-based adaptation planning and implementation; design and implementation of
awareness-raising programme; develop and implementation of community-based adaptation plans for coastal
protection, water supply security, and agricultural livelihood sustainability in all islands.

Operational preparations are currently under-way to establish the project management unit and to plan an inception
workshop in the first quarter of 2010. Considering Tuvalu’s very high vulnerability, being an atoll nation, it is expected
that this project will generate widely replicable experiences on integrated coastal protection measures with community
engagement at the heart of them.

Consultation on the Asia-Pacific Human Development Report on climate change in Majuro, Republic of the Marshall

Islands, and Suva, Fiji

The Asia-Pacific Regional Human Development Report (RHDR) on Climate
Change is currently under preparation. Human Development Reports are
a policy-advocacy resource and an instrument to explore critical issues
from a human development perspective. There is a fundamental
difference between a technical analysis of an issue and an exploration
using the human development lens; this is the value-added of an HDR.
Because human development subsumes and goes beyond the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs), HDRs can potentially push policies toward an
‘MDGplus’ agenda.

Stakeholder consultations are a major part of the participatory process of
producing an RHDR; a report “for and by the people of Asia-Pacific.”
Brainstorming sessions on broad thematic issues bring together diverse Asia-Pacific stakeholders from different levels of
society to interact with each other to shape the substantive contours of the Report.

More specifically, the Pacific stakeholder consultation aimed to:
e Introduce stakeholders to RHDRs and the theme of Climate Change
e Discuss an Asia-Pacific perspective on Climate Change and Human
Development, including specific issues and challenges in the Pacific
e |dentify areas of consensus and differences for the RHDR content and
scope
e Exchange information, research, views and experiences from ongoing work

As specific themes for the AP HDR it was suggested to include
e Mapping and Measuring HD and CC
e People at the Centre: Vulnerabilities and Opportunities in the Pacific

SPREP/UNDP/GEF Pacific Islands Greenhouse Gas Abatement through Renewable Energy Project (PIGGAREP)

In the last week of Nov 2009 two major monitoring and evaluation
activities of PIGGAREP took place: the second Multipartite Review
(MPR) meeting and an initiation of an independent external mid-term
evaluation. As part of the MPR the 2009 progress was critically
assessed against 2009 targets, practical ways to improve project
performance was discussed and an initial work-plan for 2010 was
prepared. The preliminary findings from the independent external mid-
term evaluation consultancy were positive including: PIGGAREP is
implementing useful and tangible activities; there is evidence of
effective co-ordination with other regional and national projects; and
this regional project is filling a useful niche alongside large projects supporting mainly hardware/equipment.




